BBACT Skills Enhancement Residential Weekend – an event not to be missed

We are delighted to provide details of our forthcoming residential weekend for Blind and Partially Sighted business owners which will be taking place over the weekend of 1st-3rd October at the Old Barn Hotel in Marston near Grantham.  

Events such as this are always very enjoyable and whilst we know that it’s tough for businesses in the current economic environment, this is a great way to invest in your future.  During the weekend, you will have the opportunity to network with other business owners, develop new skills and expand your thinking to benefit both you and your business. 

The programme

Following the huge success of last year’s event, we plan to provide some of the same – offering more advice and insight into the often confusing world of business finance and VAT; focusing in more detail on how to increase the profile of your business through social and digital media; and for anyone who hasn’t taken the step of setting up a website for their business yet, we will look at the pros and cons of business websites and some inexpensive ways to help get you started.  We also hope to learn more about selling through E-Bay and see how the site can be used most effectively to market business products.  

We will also be covering some new topics including disability training and changes in the field of practice.  Local authorities are increasingly going down the cultural diversity route, which affects those specifically focusing on disability or another single impairment.  We will consider how people fit into that change of approach, why people go into this field, what they are trying to achieve, where the markets are and other relevant matters.  

Mentoring and personal development are areas of interest to all of us in some way and there will be a session where individuals can put forward ideas of how mentoring would be of benefit to them, and those who deliver mentoring and personal development services will also have an opportunity to specifically focus on this topic and to network, share ideas and best practice. 

You may be aware that there are changes due to come in relating to the eligibility of blind and partially sighted people for the higher rate component of the disability living allowance (DLA).  One potential benefit of this is that we will then be able to use the Motability scheme. During the weekend we plan to hear more about Motability and consider the pros and cons of blind and partially sighted business owners running their own cars. 

John Adam will be joining us again and this time, he will be introducing us all to the idea of the “Elevator Speech”. There will be other areas of discussion – including Access to Work – but as ever, the key focus of the weekend will be on networking.  There will be formal and informal opportunities to meet and talk with fellow participants and following feedback from last year, we will make sure you will go away wanting more. 

The venue 

You may wonder what lead us to this particular choice of hotel and we must admit that it is a slight departure from the usual venues we use.  However, their personal approach and genuine commitment to ensuring that everyone has a fantastic experience whilst staying there, means that we have every confidence this is the right place to go. 

The Old Barn is an independent hotel with a string of awards to support its claims to be one of the best venues in the East Midlands. The owners pride themselves on their innovative menus with top quality locally grown and reared produce. During the weekend, we will be sampling some of their fantastic cuisine. 

The accommodation comprises a mix of traditional bedrooms, tastefully contemporarised and a modern wing, completed in 2006. Half of the bedrooms are based on the ground floor with level access running throughout - making them easily accessible.  Why not check them out at http://www.theoldebarnhotel.co.uk? The Hotel is easily travelled to by rail or road and as usual, we will do our best to assist anyone with their travel plans. 

Cost

We have worked hard with the Old Barn to come up with a price that will be affordable yet still enable the hotel to provide an excellent and tailored service especially for us.  The price of the whole weekend, including meals, accommodation, training/workshop sessions and use of their leisure facilities is £200 per person in a single room and £151 if sharing.  

We know that this may seem a lot of money to some, so why not pay in instalments by standing order or post-dated cheque to spread the cost – we want as many people to attend as possible because this is your event and the more people that are there, the better the experience will be.  

If you want to attend but simply cannot manage the cost, it might be possible to obtain some assistance from a local business organisation or charity, so get in touch and we will assist wherever we can, so that you can join us.  

To book your place please contact Penny Hefferan by telephone on 0845 0450696 or e-mail penny@bbact.org.uk to request a booking form.  

